BASIC OBEDIENCE COMMANDS (23 commands)

“Yes!” Yes! Is our method of the positive reinforcement and is similar to clicker training, every time the puppy/dog does something correct we reinforce with a “Yes!” and a treat.

“No!” No! Is our method of negative reinforcement, we add the “No!” command with a small snap on the leash that will ultimately decrease the negative behavior. 

“Dog's Name” This is to teach the new puppy his/her name and to gain eye contact from the dog. Every time the dog looks at you and responds to his/her name being said then praise is given. (Yes!)

“Better Hurry” Better Hurry is a command to teach the puppy/dog to relieve themselves before they enter into any building. 

“Ouch” Dogs teeth should never bite or graze human flesh, use this term to teach the puppy bite inhibition (how hard is too hard) and/or not to bite at all. 

“Be Nice” We say this when giving the dog treats so they do not snap at your fingers. When first teaching this put the treat in the palm of your hand with your hand open and tell the dog to “Be nice” when you give him the treat. He should learn to take the treat with his tongue rather than his teeth. 

“Eat” and “Drink” – We just give these commands after they have gone through the eating ritual of commands and waiting patiently. Example: tell the dog to “Sit” – “Yes! Good Boy/Girl!” Now “Shake” Yes!... Okay “Wait” (Wait for at least 10 seconds with puppies and then get eye contact)..”Yes! Eat!”

"Sit". We taught Sit by luring but puppy should be past luring. If you need to try luring, hold one piece of food in front of your puppy's face so that they sees it and then move the piece above their head so that they follow the food with their eyes and their butt should go down. If puppy doesn't do it give a small tug on leash and say NO! SIT. And then reinforce with Yes! 

“Stand” Stand is used for grooming mainly. Dog needs to be able to stand in place until released. This is taught by luring the dog by starting at nose and moving away until dog stands. 


"Shake" was taught by luring, we held the food in our hand and let them sniff and finally they try to paw at it and when they do you grab their foot and say Yes! and give them the treat. If they don't sniff or anything and won't do it even if you try to correct (saying No, Shake) then go ahead and grab their foot and tell them shake, yes, and give them the treat but if you have to correct again they don't get the treat unless you want to reinforce by treat every time but we don't so that they don't think their 'negative' behavior was reinforced. 

"Down" - Down was taught by luring as well. We brought the food/treat to their shoulder and back towards their tail and as they follow the treat they will fall over, then you say Yes! Down and give the treat. If that doesn't work tug down on the leash until they lay down and tell them Yes! Down and give them the treat. Or you can try hand signals by pointing down, we don't teach hand signals in case they are placed with someone who can only verbally tell them what to do.

"Wait" - Wait is a command used so that the puppies don't bolt at their food. Puppy should be given a command and told to Wait and if puppy moves tell them NO! WAIT and put them back in the command (such as sit or down etc). It is important to know that once puppy has waited for the amount of time you choose to say YES! In "an annoying high pitch voice" they love it when you tell them that! And tell puppy Eat. So the eating ritual will be, command/Yes!(Sit, down, shake-switch it up) Wait. Yes!/Eat!. 
"Stay" can also be shaped into this command by telling puppy Wait and softly saying "Stay" afterwards for a few times and then gradually start saying Stay louder/first instead of wait. 
Wait is also used to wait when you open the kennel door, if puppy tries to come out before you tell them to "Release" or "Let's Go" then close the kennel door and say NO! WAIT and open the door. Wait AT LEAST 10 seconds and tell them Yes! Release or Yes! Let's Go or Yes! Release, Let's Go. I say Release and my mom used Let's Go so they know both. 

We also use wait when going through doors so that they don't try to go in front of you. Its best to continue this training on leash so if puppy tries to go you can pull them back and tell them NO WAIT and then go through the door ( to the end of the leash) before you tell them “lets go”. 

“Off”- Off is paired with “No” when dog jumps on you or household items (Chair, counter etc). Or if you tell the dog to jump on something then you can tell him/her off and they should get down immediately.

“Leave It” – This is a fun command to teach the dogs to leave food on their paws, which will teach them to “leave it” in all other scenarios. Tell the dog down and place 1 treat on one of his paws when first learning, if he is quick to snap pull on his leash or gently push/tap his nose and say “NO! Leave it!” once he holds the treat on his paw for 10 seconds get his attention to look at you, once he looks at you say “Yes! Eat!” Once he masters one paw move onto both and longer periods of wait time.  

"Kennel"- Kennel is supposed to be a happy place so when you tell them Kennel they should want to go in the kennel. Once they learn that the kennel is a good place they should go to the kennel and get in it no matter where you are when you tell them Kennel. So every time you put them in the kennel say Kennel and Yes and try to make it fun that they are going in the kennel, get excited and make sure they know that they get praised for going in the kennel.

"Let's Go"- Let's Go is used on leash, if they sit or lay down when you stop tell them Let's Go and they will walk. It can also be used to get them to come with/to you. 

"Come"- When you tell puppy Come they should come to you and Sit. Do not pet them unless they sits and then tell her Yes! Good girl/Good Boy etc. You can tell them Come, Sit and eventually fade out Sit and they should automatically come and sit. 

"Move"- When you are walking and they try to walk in front of you or under your feet, shuffle your feet and tell them Move. Be careful not to kick though, you are just pushing them out of the way opposed to kicking.  


"Roll". Make puppy lay down without telling them down(tug on the leash down or lure them down but don't say down), once they are down lure them by making them follow the treat to their belly and around (make sure you are making them roll on the side their hip is down on) and say Roll and once they rollover on their back (not Roll all the way over) then tell them Yes! Roll. and give them the treat and go ahead and rub their belly and make it a good experience to Roll on their back. 

“Car” – Car is the term we use for the dog to jump in the car. 

“Release” is the term to release dog from any command they are in and to release from car, kennel etc.

“Kiss”- As long as dog puts their nose up to your cheek we tell them “Yes!” Usually they will actually lick you though! =] If they just learned this command point to your cheek and tell the dog to “Kiss” or “Give kisses” and then praise them and give them a treat when they correctly “kiss” you.

