Emergencies
Have ready access to your veterinarian’s number or the nearest Emergency Clinic wherever you go. Following are indications that your puppy/dog needs veterinarian attention immediately!

· Puppy/dog has received any kind of TRAUMATIC INJURY (hit by a car, attached by another animal, or has incurred a fall).

· A FRACTURE is suspected.

· Significant BLEEDING from any part of the body including stool or urine.

· ANY EYE INJURY.

· Puppy/dog’s mouth and or gums are PALE OR BLUE.

· Puppy/dog is having DIFFICULTY BREATHING.

· Puppy/dog is SEVERLY TREMBLING, SHAKING, or in OBVIOUS PAIN.

· Puppy/dog COLLAPSES or seems suddenly WEAK.

· Puppy/dog LOSES CONSCIOUSNESS.

· Puppy/dog suddenly becomes LETHARGIC or FEVERISH.

· HEAT STROKE

· Puppy/dog has VOMITING or DIARRHEA for more than 24 hours.

· Puppy/dog is unable to URINATE/DEFECATE.

· Puppy/dog is CHOKING or KNOWN TO HAVE SWOLLED A FOREIGN OBJECT.

· Puppy/dog has SUDDEN and NOTICEABLE ENLARGEMENT OF THE ABDOMEN, usually SOON AFTER EATING, will be in GREAT DISTRESS, and will have DIFFICULTY BREATHING.  These are signs that the puppy/dog is suffering from stomach torsion or bloat.  This condition requires emergency surgery! This condition can be fatal in a very short time!

Vital Signs.

The vital signs for puppies and dogs are:

· Temperature: 100-103 degrees

· Pulse: 70-120 beats per minute, depending on the size of the dog.  Smaller dogs will have a higher pulse rate than larger dogs.  Take the dog’s pulse inside the thigh/groin area.

· Respiration: 12-28 breaths per minute for larger dogs, and 35-60 breaths per minute for smaller dogs.

· Gum “refill time”: 2 seconds.  Press hard on the gum area with your fingertip until it turns white.  The time it takes for the gum to turn pink is the “refill time.”

· Skin Turger:  Ability of the skin on the scruff of the puppy/dog’s neck to return to it’s normal position after being lifted upward.  Failure to do so may indicate the puppy/dog is dehydrated.  

Precautions
Extremes of environmental elements, such as heat and cold, are potentially dangerous to the puppy/dog’s health:
· Heat Exhaustion

· The heat in a parked car can reach more than 160 degrees in just a few minutes (with the windows partially open)!  Never leave a puppy/dog in a car during warm weather!

· During the warm months, the pavement can reach temperatures that can blister the puppy/dog’s footpads.  Do not allow the puppy/dog to walk on hot pavement.
· Dehydration is a silent killer, let the dog have plenty of water and play inside where it’s cool.  
Watch for the following signs of heat exhaustion:

· Anxious expression

· Bleeding from the nose

· Drooling/vomiting

· Failure to respond to commands

· Fatigue

· High fever

· Muscular weakness/collapse

· Heavy panting

· Rapid heartbeat

· Shaking

· Glazed look in eyes

· Warm, dry skin

· Deep red or purple tongue

Cold and Hypothermia

Ice and snow are dangerous to puppies/dogs.  In extreme cold, wet noses can be injured when sniffing something frigid and hypothermia can be a deadly situation.  Ice can be a hazard for puppies/dogs as well as humans.  Puppies/dogs can slip and break a bone or tear a toenail or cut their footpads.  Proceed with caution.

Watch for the following signs of hypothermia:

· Anxious expression

· Failure to respond to commands

· Fatigue

· Low Body Temperature

· Shaking/Shivering

· Slow Heartbeat

Harmful Items In and Around Your Home.

There are many items in and around your home and yard that can harm the puppy/dog.  While the puppy/dog is staying in your home, it is your responsibility to provide a safe environment for the puppy/dog.  Prevent the puppy/dog from coming into contact with these items:
House Plants:  many plants are toxic to puppies/dogs, including but not limited to:

· Diffenbachia

· Easter lily

· English ivy

· German ivy

· Peace liliy

· Philodendron

· Poinsettias

· Mistletoe

Outdoor Plants:

· Baby’s breath

· Daffodil

· Elephant ears

· Geranium

· Holly

· Japanese yew

· Poison ivy

· Poison oak

· Pathos

· Tomato plants

Other Wildlife:

· Bees

· Snakes

· Spiders

· Toads

· Wasps

· Carriers of rabies (raccoons, squirrels, rats, wild dogs, cats, and fox)

Household Hazards:

· Alcohol

· Antifreeze

· Arsenic (rat poison)

· Drain cleaner

· Fertilizers

· Fresh plants

· Insecticides

· Mouse bait

· Varnish

DO NOT let the puppy/dog walk on lawns that have been fertilized, or areas that have been treated with salt or de-icers.  If either happens, wash off the puppy/dogs feet as soon as possible.

Human Medicine:

· Acetaminophen (Tylenol)

· Antihistamine/decongestant

· Blood Pressure Medications

· Heart Medications

· Human Laxatives

· Pepto Bimol

Toxic Foods: many human foods are toxic to puppies/dogs.  NEVER feed a puppy/dog human foods.  The following are toxic to them:

· Chocolate

· Peach pits

· Onions

· Raw fish

· Chicken bones- with the exception of chicken thighs
· Fish bones

· Pork bones

· Turkey bones

24 Hour Emergency Veterinary Poison Hotline

If you suspect that your puppy/dog has ingested something potentially toxic, please call the National Animal Poison Control Center (NAPCC) at

1-888-426-4435 (1-888-4ANI-HELP) 

Immediately!

